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much hasmorrhage. Five arteries were se-
cured, and dry lint applied. The wound
was perfectly healed in three weeks, and
retraction of the remaining portian has taken
place to a level with the abdomen. He is
now quite well.
PTOSIS RELIEVED WITHOUT AN
OPERATION.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR :-The plan recommended by Mr. Cur-
ling for the cure of ptosis is very ingenious,
and well deserves the attention of the pro-
fession ; but Mr. Hunt, of Manchester, has
ably pointed out several causes which will
often militate against the operation, and in
cases where it is not applicable, the follow-
ing contrivance may always be adopted.
Some years ago I was professionally con-
sulted by a family, and felt much interested
by the appearance of one of the daughters,
who apparently had lost an eye. Upon
inquiry, I found that, some years previously,
she had been operated upon for a tumour in
the eyelid ; and that ever since the operation,
she had had complete ptosis of that eye.
Mr. Curling’s operation did not suggest
itself to me, but I felt anxious to relieve the
poor girl, who withal had, independent of:
this deformity, a very pretty face, and was
at that age when the loss of an eye might
probably lose her a husband. The plan I
adopted was as follows:-A very thin and
narrow piece of ivory, forming the segment
of a circle, was rivetted upon a narrow
piece (about eight inches long) of the main
spring of a watch ; the loose end of the
spring being carried through the hair over
the crown of the head to the occipit.
The piece of ivory was then placed upon
the eyelid so as to keep it open, and being
very narrow was completely hidden in a
fold of the eyelid ; the spring was painted
accurately to imitate the colour of the skin ;
and by the skilful adjustment of a ringlet,
which I observed my fair patient always
allowed to fall furtively in that direction, it
could not be observed, unless the observer
were very near. As the eyelids required
closing occasionally, in order to keep the
eye moist, she soon acquired a knack of
raising the spring, allowing the eyelid to
fall down, and then replacing it again with-
out any one perceiving that she was doing
more than just touching her eyelid. In
order more effectually to prevent the spring
being seen, I advised that she should get
one made much narrower, and rather thicker,
something similar to the frames of the very
fine steel spectacles which are at present
used ; but as I shortly after left that part of
the country, I lost sight of the case ; and as
I afterwards heard the girl was married,
probably the gain of a husband might make
her indifferent about further hiding the con.
trivance. I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES MACKNESS, M.D.,
Physician to the Hastings Dispensary.
Hastings, July 5,1841.
ON THE DETECTION OF MECONIC
ACID.
JOHN PERCY, M.D., Edin.,
Lecturer on Organic Chemistry at the School
of Medicine and Surgery, Birmingham.
To the Editor of THE LAXCET.
SIR :-In order that the red coloration
produced by se,sqllichlo1’ide of iI’on should be
a satisfactory indication of the presence of
meconic acid in cases of poisoning by opium,
it is essential to determine the absence of
hydrosulphocyanic acid, which occasions the
same coloration with the same salt of iron,
and which, accord ing to Pereira (vide 11 Ete-
ments of Materia Medica," p. 1287), is not &middot;
unfrequently present both in the stomach
and saliva of man, I, therefore, propose the
following test, which is extremely easy of
application, and which will detect the pre.
sence of a very minute quantity of a sulpho-
cyanide. Transfer into a small test-tube the
liquid which has furnished the deep-red co-
loration, on the addition of sesquichlorideof
iron, and which is, therefore, suspected to
contain meconic acid ; acidulate with sul.
phuric acid, and drop in a small piece or pure
zinc ; then suspend in the tube a slip of
paper impregnated with a salt of lead: if
a sulphocyrmide be present, the hydl’osulpho.
cyanic acid liberated by the sulphuric acid ,
will immediately suffer decomposition by
the nascent hydrogen evolved at the same
time, and hydl’osulphu1’ic acid will result,and
instantly be rendered sensible by the black-
enin- of the slip of paper. When it is ascer-
tained that a sulphocyanide is present, then
the evidence derived from the red coloration
as indicative of meconic acid must be dis-
carded. In every such examination a com.
parative trial should also be made with pore
water acidulated with sulphul’ic acid, in order
to confirm the 1)?trity of the zinc. It must be
admitted that the preceding test may not be
exclusively indicative of hydrosulphocyanic
acid for it is possible that sulplaur may existin
another form of combination, and be evolved
in the manner described as hydl’osulplm1’&Icirc;c
acid. Yet even in this case I should be in.
clined to abandon altogether the coloration
by sesquichloricle of iuon. A characteristic
and liositice test for the presence of meconic
acid would have been more desirable than
one for the detection of laydrosulphocyauic
dcid ; however, in the absence of the former,
I have ventured to propose the latter. I
have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient
servant,
56, Newhaii street, Birmingham, 
y
July 8,1841.
